Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



COMFORTABLE WORDS 



IN THE 



Cime ai StrKmss anb Snaring. 



The Lord hath Comforted His People, and will have 

Mercy upon His Afflicted, 

Isaiah xlix, 13, 

There is no right Comfort nor Succour in any manner 

OF THING besides THE LORD JeSUS. 
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SE^rkinfi, ^uff^ring, Matting. 

Whether thy work be waiting, or thy waiting pain or toil, 
Nought can distress nor daunt thee if but thy heart be loyal; 

If in thy work or waiting it is lifted up in prayer 

Through thy Advocate Christ Jesus, thy Father, God, will hear. 

Though thy work be suffering waiting, do not think in vain 

That God tries thee thus : He loves thee, although He gives thee pain ; 

He deeras the trial of thy faith a very precious thing ; 

Then, 'midst life's joys, griefs, pains, or death, O soul, arise and sing. 

Who knows not that his rest is sweeter for the toil overcome 1 
Who thinks regretful of his labour, when he sees his home 

A peaceful, restful haven, whence he knows he need not rove 
Till, by the morrow s sun recalled, to cares and work, in love. 

Wilt thou, for whom our Saviour died, forget thy Heavenly Home 1 

Wilt thou remember toil and woe, thy life-sea's surge and foam, 
When thou, through Christ triumphant o'er every sin and pain, 

May*8t enter Heaven rejoicing, n^'er to weep nor sigh again 1 

/. B. E. 

June, 19^ 188L 
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flight in ^arkni00. 

These days of dreariness are sent us from above, 

They do not come in anger, but in faithfulness and love ; 

They come to teach us lessons which bright ones could not yield. 

And to leave us blest and thankful when their purpose is fulfilled. 

Thy God doth not forget thee, and when He sees it best. 
Will lead thee into sunshine, will give thee bowers of rest; 
And all thy pain and sorrow, when the pilgrimage is o*er. 
Shall end in heavenly blessedness, and joys for evermore ! 

Spitta, 



COMFORTABLE WORDS. 



Grant that, by the help of Thy Holy Spirit^ I may believe 

That Thou didst so love the world as to give Thine 
only begotten Son, thg^t whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. John uL le. 

That in this Thou dost commend Thy love towards me, in 
that, while I was yet a sinner, Christ died for me. Rom. v. 8. 

That Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the un- 
just, that He might bring us to Thee, i Peter iii. is. . 

For Thou hast made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

2 Cor. V. 21. 

That the blood of Jesus Christ Thy Son cleanseth me from 

all sin. 1 Jolin i. 7. 

Of Thy great mercy, Good Lord, help The to understand 
That, naturally y there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Psalm xiv. 3. 

For whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in 
one point, is guilty of aU. James a lo. 

Give me grace to realize that, humbly confessing my sins 

unto Thee, Thou art faithful and just to forgive my sins, and to 
cleanse me from all unrighteousness, i John i. 9. 



By Thy Spirit let me hear with faith, and believe with joy, the 
Lord Jesus Chinst when He says — 

I am the light of the world : he that foUoweth Me shall 
have the light of life. John vm. 12. 

Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down 
My life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. John x. 17, is. 

That the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. Lukexix. 10. For He said, I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Matt. ix. 13. 

My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is He who cometh down from heaven and giveth 
life unto the world. As Jesus again said, I am the bread of 
life : he that cometh to Me shall never hunger ; and he that 
believeth on Me shall never thirst. Him that cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to 
do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. 

John vl 32, 33, 35, 37, 38. 

In the Temple Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. John vn 37. 

And, in the declared fulness of His love to man, may the 
Lord help me to accept for myself His invitation : 

Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me ; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light. 

Matt. m. 28, 29, 30. 
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See the individuality of Christ's invitation. 

The Master is come, and calleth for thee 1 John xi 28. 

The greatest of all questions you can consider is, What must 
I DO TO BE SAVED ? Man^s PRACTICE is, postponement; God says 
" To-day 1 while it is called to-day 1" It is for your life to solve 
this question now ; and God helps you, for He says : 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 

Acts zvi. 31. 

This direction is clear, definite, certain ; as is also this : 

Neither is there salvation in any other : for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved. Acts iv. 12. 

For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii 5. 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. Johniii 36. 

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is bom of 
God ; for he -that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself: because he believeth the record that God gave of His 
Son ; and that record is, that God hath given to us eternal life in 
His Son. 1 John V. 1, 10, 11. 

This is the word of faith which we preach : that if thou 

shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 

in thy heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. Rom. x. 8, 9. 

Doubts, fears, mistrust will come, even as Peter found 
when walking on the sea to go to his Divine Master, but 



when he cried^ ** Lord, save me," his Lard caught him, saying y 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? Matt. idv. 3i. 

So now He says to you, soul : in thy coming unto Me, 
wherefore doubt? My grace is sufficient for thee, for My 
strength is made perfect in thy weakness ; so that you may say, 
when I am weak in myself then God will make me strong in 
Christ ; for He hath given commandment to save me, for He is 
my rock and my fortress. 2 cor. xa 9-10 ; Psaim ixxi 3. 

See what great encouragement Christ gives thee to come : 

Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you : for every one that 
ASKETH receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to him 
THAT knocketh it shall be opened. Matt. vii. 7, 8. 

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock : if any man hear 
My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with Me. Rev. la 20. 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort ; who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort where- 
with we ourselves are comforted of God. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 



Lift often your voice in prayer and praise to your Father 
in heaven ; live near to Jesus every day ; live for Him and to 
Him, and God will bless and guide you. Say with the Psalmist, 
" satisfy me early with Thy mercy, that I may rejoice and 
be glad all my days." Then shall you know, if you follow on 
to know the Lord. . S. E. 



|R|) ^tlobtti is Jttim, anb I am gis. 

Long did I toil, and knew no earthly rest ; 

Far did I rove, and found no certain home : 
At last I sought them in His sheltering breast, 

Who opes His arms, and bids the weary come. 
With Him I found a home, a rest divine ; 
And I since then am His, and He is Mine. 

The good I have is from His stores supplied : 
The ill is only what He deems the best. 

He for my friend, I'm rich with nought beside ; 
And poor without Him, though of all possessed. 

Changes may come — I take, or I resign, 

Content, while I am His, while He is mine. 

He stays me falling ; lifts me up when down ; 

Reclaims me wandering ; guards from every foe ; 
Plants on my worthless brow the victor's crown. 

Which in return before His feet I throw, 
Grieved that I cannot better grace his shrine 
Who deigns to own me His, as He is mine. 

Lyte, 



%\^t Christian's Prospect 



For ever to behold Him shine. 
For evermore to call Him mine, 
And see Him there before me 1 
For ever on His face to gaze. 

And meet His full resplendent rays. 
Whilst God the Father He displays 
To all the saints in glory ! 

Not all things else are half so dear 
As His beloved presence here — 
What must it be in heaven ! 
'Tis heaven on earth to hear Him 
say. 
As now I journey, day by day, 
" Beloved, cast thy fears away, — 
Thy sins are all forgiven." 



But how must His celestial voice 
Make my enraptured heart rejoice 
When I in glory see Him ! 
As I within the heavenly gate 

For gracious, blessed welcome wait 
Till He, from His high throne of state, 
Invites me to draw near Him : 

" Welcome, beloved, saved by Me ; 
With My own life I ransomed thee ; 
Come, share My loving favour ; 
Welcome, thou happy spirit, home — 
Thou never more from Me shalt roam; 
These blissful mansions give thee 
room — 
Mine thou shalt live for ever ! " 



PRECIOUS TRUTHS. 



Eemember, man, how swiftly God's post, Time, flieth 
away ; your forenoon is already spent, your afternoon, your 
evening, and at last your night will come, when ye cannot see 
to work. Set your heart now upon the finishing of your 
journey, and summing up and laying your accounts with your 

Lord. S, Rutherford. 

There is full and plenteous redemption by Christ: How 
shall T get it? By faith; faith is the hand wherewith we 
receive His benefits; faith bringeth to Christ, Christ bringeth 
remission of sins, remission of sins bringeth everlasting life. 

Hugh Latimer. 

The great business for ijian is, to be reconciled unto God. 
Here is the main trial : to know whether God be at peace with 
you, see if you be at peace with Him. Look into thine own 
breast, make thine observations thence, see how thy heart 
stands affected towards God. By that thou mayest understand 
whether He be at peace with thee. Lightfoot. 

That man who had a* week in which to run twenty miles to 
save his life, would have been very loath to have deferred his 
journey to the last hour of that week. Bunyan. 

The kingdom of heaven, man, seeks no other price than 



yourself; give yourself, and it is yours. Christ gave Himself 
that He might buy you as a kingdom for God the Father. 

Augustine, 

When conscious of sin thy heart is burdened, what does 
thy Saviour say to thee ? " Come unto Me 1*' Out of thyself, 
apart from thy fellowmen, come " unto Me ! " Go to Him, and 
thou wilt find thy Saviour Christ, who will love thee for thy- 
self, who will give thee all the blessings of His atonement on 
the cross, and of His never-failing intercession before the throne 
of God ; when Christ pleads for thee. He never pleads in vain. 

/, R.E. 

Religion must be a thing attainable by all ; all need it, none 
can be saved without ; it is itself the very life, the happiness, 
the salvation of man ; it is no luxury, nor superfluity of life ; 
without it we cannot live, and dare not die. /ohn Caird. 

Hopeful. One day I was very sad through a fresh sight 
of the greatness of my sins ; suddenly, as I thought, I saw the 
Lord Jesus look from heaven upon me, saying, *' Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. "^ But I replied, 
"Lord, I am a great, a very great sinner;" and He answered, 
"My grace is sufficient for thee.''^ Then I said, "But, Lord, 
what is believing?" From that saying, "He that cometh to 
Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never 
thirst,"^ I saw that believing and coming are all one ; that he 
that came, that is, ran out in his affections after salvation by 
Christ, he indeed believed in Christ. Then I asked "But, 
Lord, may such a great sinner as I be saved by Thee ?" and I 
heard Him say, " Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast 

1 Acts xvi. 31. 2 2 Cor. xii. 9. » John vi. 35. 
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out."^ I said, "But how, Lord, must I consider of Thee in 
my coming, that my faith may be placed aright upon Thee?" 
Then He said, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.^ 
He died for our sins;^ He loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood;* He ever liveth to make intercession 
for us/'^ From all which I gathered, that I must look for 
righteousness in His person, for satisfaction for my sins by His 
blood ; His obedience to His Father s law, and submitting to 
the penalty, was not for Himself, but for him that will accept 
it for his salvation, and be thankful. And now was my heart 
full of joy and love to the Lord Jesus Christ. Bunyan, 

AVhen you know your sin and are sorry for it, and after- 
ward believe to be saved through the Passion of Jesus Christ, 
and when you feel you have an earnest desire to leave sin, and 
to forsake the same, then you may be sure that your names are 
written in the Book of Life. H, Latimer. 

In contrition and sorrow and self-surrender the penitent 
spirit yields itself up to Christ. John Caird, 

Believe in Jesus Christ, and in the deepest centre of your 
spiritual being you will become one with Him. John Caird. 

The fountain of prayer is the feeling of the heart. Pour out 
that before the Lord. Cry from the depth and He shall answer, 
" Here I am, thy Keady Helper in time of need." 

Archbishop Sandys. 

Wait still on the Lord : do not forsake Him, though He 
may not answer your petitions at once or twice seeking ; hold 
on, do not leave seeking Him, and you shall have an answer of 
peace ; remember the lame man who had lain at the Pool of 

* John vi. 37. * 1 Tim. i. 15. ^ Komans v. 8. * Kev. i. 5. " Hebrews vii. 25. 
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Bethesda thirty-eight years for relief, yet at last he found that it 
was worth waiting for — he obtained his desire. G. Whitefield, 

The hearing, the reading, the knowledge of God's Word are 

the keys that unlock the door of faith to the seeking soul. 

/ R, E, 

The faith which apprehends tlie grace of God in Christ 
saves and makes us happy ; the faith which apprehends only the 
eternal power of the Godhead does not. Bengei. 

Jesus Christ must be your whole wisdom, Jesus Christ must 
be your whole righteousness, Jesus Christ must be your whole 
sanctification, or He will never be your eternal redemption. 

G. Whitefield. 

The Lord Jesus is no fair-weather friend, but is one who 
loveth at all times : is a brother bom for adversity. C, H, S, 

There are no times in life when opportunity gathers so richly 
about the soul as when it has to suffer. Then everything depends 
on whether the man turns to the lower or to the higher helps, . . . 
if he turns to God, the hour of suffering is the turning hour of 

his life. Phillips Brooks, 

The ground I feel under me is this, that, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, I confide in Jesus as an everlasting High Priest, 
in whom I have all and abound. BengeL 

No more possible is it for a man to live in God without the 
Ward of God than in the world without the meat of the world. 
The Word of God is the life of the soul. Bishop Hooper, 

To him that believes, a suffering life is but the unrobed 
forerunner of a crowned and sceptred immortality and eternal 
joy. /. R. E, 
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In Christ only and in nothing else, is our remission of sins. 
For this remission, wherein consisteth everlasting life, is such a 
treasure it must not be our merits that shall serve, but His ; He 
is our comfort: it is the Majesty of Christ and His blood-shedding 
that cleanseth us from all our sins. h, Latimer. 

To turn in temptation directly to the power of God ; to cry 
out in sorrow for God's company; to be satisfied in doubfr with 
nothing short of the assurance that God gives ; to know that 
there is no real escape from sin except in being made holy by 
God's holiness, — these are what make the man's complete salva- 
tion. Phillips Brooks, 

To love God is to embrace His Will when it runs counter 
to our inclinations, as well as when it jumps with them. 

Goulbum, 

The greatest token that a man hath the love of God is, 
when no woe, tribulation nor persecution can bring him down 
from this love. Wickliff, 

Whenever the Lord strikes He speaks. Listen at such a 
time with holy confidence. He is a wonderful Counsellor. Cecil. 

The Christian's life is a great fight with affliction, sorrow, 
and sin. God sees the fight, and gives grace for grace to endure 
unto the end. C. H. S. 

Do not think that thou shalt saU on life's troublous sea 
from port to port without a storm. The winds of sorrow and 
affliction will come, the waves of care, of distress, of temptation 
will roll against thee, but remember, thy Saviour controls them 
all — when He sees fit He will say, " Peace ! be still 1 " and the 
blessed calm He gives will give thee quietness and assurance for 
ever. /. R. E. 



\ 
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God delights to see grace in us at all twines ; but He loves 
not to see it latent. ... In order to bring it into exercise He 
uses the instrumentality of suffering. Goulbum, 

Christians must expect troubles : it is thus God leads them. 
He, who sees the end from the beginning, often appoints us a 
most inexplicable way to walk in. We want to know too much 
and too soon. The light of to-morrow will not come till to- 
morrow. Cea'/. 

When I am sick I may doubt whether God will deliver me 
from my sickness, but I may not doubt of everlasting life. 

If, Latimer, 

Wherever souls are being tried and ripened, there God is 

hewing out pillars for His temple. What patience must fill the 
soul as it feels the blows of the hammer, and knows that success 
for it is simply, to let itself be wrought into what shape the 

Mast* will. Phillips Brooks, 

One of the first and principal duties of the state of affliction 
is, to acknowledge God in it. Cecil 

Much comfort and ease shall we receive by telling and 
opening our grief and complaint unto God. If we spend the 
whole day in praying, crying, and complaining unto God, He 
would love, comfort, and strengthen us the more. Bp, Coverdale, 

The essence of Keligion is where the weak, worn sufferer 
lies stretched on the bed of pain, bereft of every power save the 
power to love and pray, clinging to the Christian's Cross of 

Hope. John Caird, 

The Christian hope is most alive and full of immortality 
when every other hope perishes. Cecil, 
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The bitter must come before the sweet, and that also will 
make the sweet the sweeter. Bunyan, 

Everywhere the greater joy is ushered in by the greater 

pam. Augustine, 

Thou must not think and look upon thy weakness, but with 
faith thou must diligently consider the mighty and true love of 
Jesus Christ, which both can and will comfort and rejoice thee 
more than all misfortune is able to discomfort thee or to make 

thee heavy. ' Bishop Coverdale. 

Somewhere in the grief the help of the grief is hidden ; in 
some discovery of the divine side of the sorrow the consolation of 
the sorrow is found. It is a wondrous change when a man stops 
asking of his distress, " How can I throw this off ? " and asks 
instead, " What did God mean by this % " For the real relief^ 
the only final comfort is God. He relieves the soul always in its 
suffering, not from, hy the new knowledge and possession of 
Himself whidh could only come through that atmosphere of pain. 

Phillips Brooks, 

One sweetly solemn thought comes to me o'er and o'er, — 
I am nearer home to-day than I have ever been before. 

Phosbe Cary, 

The peace God gives, springing from sorrow, ripened by 
pain, is better than all earth's gladness. H. Bowman. 

When we are content to seek strength, or comfort, or truth, 
or salvation from any hand short of God's, we are disowning 
our childhood and dishonouring our Father. Phillips Brooks. 

The weightiest end of the Cross of Christ that is laid upon 
you lieth upon your strong Saviour, for Isaiah saith (Ixii. 9), 
In all your affictions He is afficted. S. Rutherford. 
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Affliction is the onlj blessing that the Lord gives without 
requiring us to ask for it, — and He gives it as a token of love. 

C Bridges, 

We no more desire to be blessed than God does to see us 
importunate for blessing. Every sigh, every prayer, He hears ; in 
His time His light breaks through and shines upon us. 

Jeremy Taylor, 

What I suflfered yesterday I know shall never come again to 
trouble me. We can breathe out new hope and new submission 
every day in Christ's lap. s, Rutherford, 

God teaches some of His best lessons in the school of affliction. 
Go forward, look not behind. God with us is the traveller s 
security. Cea7. 

God dries up the channels that you may be haply compelled 
to plunge into an infinite ocean of happiness. Rolfert Hall, 

Cares, sorrows, afflictions are offctimes the hooks God casts 
into the sea of thy life to draw thee nearer to Himself. /. r, e. 

Your Lord willeth you in all states of life to say "Thy 
will be done." He who knoweth what is most healthful for 
your soul is He who holdeth every cup of affliction to your lips 
with His own gracious hand. Drink then with the patience of the 
saints, and the God of Patience bless your physic. S, Rutherford. 

If in all your afflictions Christ is afflicted, how almighty 
the strength and the consolation He will give thee to endure 
them 1 /. R, E, 

We may not languish when He says, "Be strong"; — we 
need no haste where He has said, " Be still." A, Z. W, 

Christians mourn, but with a living hope of the joyful 
Resurrection. Coverdale, 
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Lord Jesus, to Thee I live ; to Thee I suffer ,; to Thee I die ; 
Thine I am, in death and in life ; save and bless me, Saviour, 
for ever and eveh Amen. Bengel 



Blessed God, who did'st so love the world as to give Thy 
beloved Son to redeem it from death, grant me grace to draw 
near to Thee by faith, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Who is like unto Thee, Lord, who forgivest iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin, and dost lend an attentive ear to the cry 
of the penitent seeking Thee ! 

Humbly do I seek Thee, and confess my sinfulness in Thy 
sight. Thou art acquainted with all my ways, for there is 
not a thought in my heart, but lo, Lord, Thou knowest it 
altogether. For the sake of Jesus Christ, graciously forgive and 
cleanse me from all sin. 

In the time of temptation, good Lord, deliver me ; in the 
hours of sorrow and sickness let Thy hand hold me up ; in the 
midst of care, trial, or perplexity cause Thou Thy sun to shine 
upon me, and do Tho)i sustain me with Thy strength, placing 
underneath and round about me Thy everlasting arms of mercy 
and of love. 

In Thee, Lord, help me to live and to rejoice ; in life to 
fulfil Thy will through Jesus Christ ; and in sickness, in suffering, 
or in death give me grace to say with all Thy beloved ones, 
"Thanks be unto ITiee, who givest us the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.** — Amen. 
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